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NEW PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST 


} Bibliography of International Congresses of Medical Sciences 
Prepared by W. J. Bishop under the auspices of the Coun- 
cil for International Organizations of Medical Sciences. 
Springfield, Charles C. Thomas, 1958. 238 p. ($3.50) 





The sponsoring body for this publication is the CIOMS, 

» created in 1949 under the joint auspices of WHO and UNESCO 

= to provide a mechanism for international and interdisciplin- 
ary cooperation between its member organizations. The suc- 
cess of CIOMS in persuading Mr. W. J. Bishop of London to 
undertake the compilation of this bibliography is a stroke 
of great good luck for which medical librarians and medical 
people everywhere may be thankful. 


: The bibliography lists publications of 1,427 congresses 
— on 362 different subjects. For each subject included the 
@ editor has provided the number of the congress held, with 
place and date, the title and bibliographical description of 
its publication, together with notes on languages used, 
sponsoring bodies, and explanation of anomalies of nymber- 
ing. An extensive index of synonyms and alternative subject 
words has been provided. In addition, the work presents an 
» interesting historical sketch of medical congresses, an an- 
| notated bibliography on previous lists of medical congresses 
and a thoughtful discussion of the difficulties of determin- 
ing what is (1) a congress, (2) international, and (3) medi- 
} cal. The one extravagance in the work is the undue amount 
of credit given to the National Library of Medicine for its 
contributions to this bibliography; NLM did indeed turn over 
» thousands of cards to Mr. Bishop, but only his great skill 
} in sorting, sifting, and digging out additional information 
is responsible for the monumental simplicity and usefulness 

| of the book. 


q With World Medical Periodicals, underwritten by the World 

§ Medical Association and also under the editorship of a Brit- 
ish medical librarian, this work forms an indispensable tool 
for all who search medical literature. 
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A Bibliography of Internal Medicine: Communicable Diseases 
By Arthur L. Bloomfield, M. D. University of Chicago 
Press, 1958. 560 p. ($10) 





This remarkable work is one of those rare items which 
one does not hesitate to call a classic. It is a sort of 
Garrison-Morton in depth, a majestic review of the great 
landmarks of the literature of the communicable diseases 
during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Thirty dis- 
eases are covered; many of the individual chapters have been 
published previously, beginning with that on typhoid, which 
appeared in the Bulletin of the Johns Hopkins Hospital ip 
1932, and continuing in the Stanford Medical Bulletin and 
elsewhere. Brought together, the total impact is stunning. 








Dr. Bloomfield includes substantial excerpts from most 
of the literature cited, assesses the significance of his 
material, and clearly reveals the major lines of historical 
development. His shrewd running commentary weaves the story 
into a whole which is a pleasure to read and to consult. 


While we are not in the business of writing book-jacket 
blurbs, we feel constrained to say that this book is indis- 
pensable to medical librarians and medical historians, and 
invaluable to the clinicians to whom it is primarily ad- 
dressed. Dr. Bloomfield has brought to his task the kind of 
wisdom which only a dean of the profession could muster. 


The book is, as well, a tribute to the soundness of the 
collections of the Stanford-Lane Medical Library, on which 
it has been based. 


The Advancement of Medical Research and Education. Final 
Report of the Secretary's Consultants on Medical Re- 
search and Education. Washington, Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare, 1958. 82 p. (GPO; 60 cents) 





Dr. Stanhope Bayne-Jones served as Chairman, and Dr. 
Charles V. Kidd served as Executive Secretary of the group 
of consultants appointed by DHEW Secretary Marion B. Folsom 
in August 1957 to survey the medical research activities of 
the Department and their relationship to medical education. 
While primarily of interest to Departmental and government 
officers, the report deserves wider reading, particularly 
that portion (pp.17-37) which deals with "The National Base: 
Money, Manpower, and Facilities," a succinct presentation 
and forecast which has pertinence for every medical library 
administrator. 
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Library Journal, Volume 83, Number 14, August 1958. 





This issue is devoted almost entirely to medical librari- 
anship. On the cover there is a picture of the Past-Presi- 
dent of the Medical Library Association, Thomas E. Keys, and 
Honorary Vice-President Elmer G. Wakefield, taken at the MLA 
convention in Rochester, Minnesota, last June. There is an 
account of the convention proceedings by Scott Adams and 
articles by Betty Ann Withrow, Frederic C. Wood, Elizabeth 
Ann Stein and Clara E. Lucioli, R. B. O'Connor, Frank B. 
Rogers, Alma D. Slagle. 


A Directory of Medical and Biological Research Institutes of 
The U.S.S.R. Compiled by David P. Gelfand. Washington, 
National Institutes of Health, 1958. (Public Health 
Service Publication No. 587) 340 p. 








This is a listing of over 700 Russian medical institutes 
with their subdivisions, arranged alphabetically by names of 
the cities where the institutes are located. Names of the 
directors, with street addresses, are given when available 
and it is provided with a thorough general subject and name 
index. Published in conjunction with the Russian Transla- 
tion Program of the National Institutes of Health, it is a 
solid contribution to its objective of improving "the com- 
munication of Russian research activities to the American 
scientific community in the areas of medical and biological 
sciences." 


Serial Publications of the Soviet Union, 1939-1957. A Bib- 
liographical Checklist compiled by Rudolf Smits. Wash- 
ington, Library of Congress, 1958. 459 p. (GPO; $2.75) 





This is a substantially expanded edition of an earlier 
work of the same title which covered publications through 
1951. It lists governmental and other serial publications 
appearing in the Soviet Union, except publications issued in 
Oriental languages, and newspapers. Entry is by title or 
under corporate author, following ordinary Library of Con- 
gress rules. Specified for each title are place of publica- 
tion, sponsoring body, initial year of publication and fre- 
quency, and notes regarding publishing history. These data 
are followed by Union List of Serials symbols for libraries 
throughout the United States and Canada in which the parti- 
cular entries are known to be represented. There is a sepe- 
rate listing of the corporate headings used, and a subject 
guide which lists 250 titles under "medicine™ and its con- 
geners. 
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Guide to Russian Medical Literature. Edited by Scott Adamg: 
and Frank B. Rogers. Washington, National Library of 
Medicine, 1958. (Public Health Service Publication 
No. 602) 89 p. (GPO; 40 cents) 





This is essentially a “how-to-do-it" book for librarians 
and others who consult the Russian medical literature. Ig 
addition to chapters by Estelle Brodman, Galina Zarechnak, 
Scott Adams, and Samuel Lazerow, it contains a selected list 
of 135 Russian medical serials compiled by Etta Christiansen 
Bachrach, and translations of articles on Russian medical 
bibliography by Khristo Trenkov, L. Ia. Basias, and T. F, 
Makarova. 


Russian-English Medical Dictionary. Compiled by Stanley Jas 
blonski. New York, Academic Press, 1958. 423 p. ($11) 
[IN PRESS] 





This dictionary, the work of a member of the staff off 
the Current List of Medical Literature, is sponsored by the 
bational Institutes of Health Russian Translation Program, 
Cr. Benjamin S. Levine cooperated in its editing. 
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Cther bibliographies now available or in press: 
Staphylococcal Infection. A bibliography covering lit- 
erature of 1952 through May 1958. Compiled by Dr. Doro- 
thy Bocker. Washington, National Library of Medicine, 
1958. 43 p. 





Bibliography of Space Medicine. Compiled by Charles Ay 
Roos. Washington, National Library of Medicine, 1958, 
(Public Health Service Publication No. 617) 49 p. 





Bibliography of Medical Reviews, Volume 3. Washington, 
National Library of Medicine, 1958. 206 p. (GPO; $1) 








Psychopharmaca; a bibliography of psychopharmacology, 
1952-1957. Compiled by Dr. Anne E. Caldwell. (Approx, 
200 p.) [IN PRESS] 


Publications for which no price is listed may be obtained on 
request to the Director, National Library of Medicine, Washe 
ington 25, D. C. 





Use of funds for printing this publication approved by th 
the Bureau of the Budget, March 22, 7 














